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By the Pond 

President:  Diane Giangrande                       pres@atlantakoiclub.org 
Vice-President:  Marlon Tiller   vp@atlantakoiclub.org 
Secretary:  Robb Phillips            scribe@atlantakoiclub.org 
Treasurer:  Angie Jones                            money@atlantakoiclub.org 
Equipment Manager:   Neal Phelps              stuff@atlantakoiclub.org 
Membership    Rhonda Eubanks membership@atlantakoiclub.org 
Auction Chair       Diane Giangrande      koishow@atlantakoiclub.org 
Koi Show Chairs: Diane Giangrande      koishow@atlantakoiclub.org 
                             Chad Bishop                     
Pond Tour Chairperson:     tour@atlantakoiclub.org 
Public Relations Chair:    Cheryl Jacobs           pr@atlantakoiclub.org 
AKCA Director:              (vacant) 
Volunteer Coordinator:  (vacant) 
Newsletter Editor:  Bob Chaffer                  editor@atlantakoiclub.org 
Webmaster:   Cynthia Landon                   wizard@atlantakoiclub.org 
Koi Rescue:  Chase Tomkosky                 rescue@atlantakoiclub.org 

November 2022 

It's that time of year again for the Club's last meeting before 2023 rolls in, and there's no bet-

ter event to bring 2022 to a close than the AKC's Winter Social! We are incredibly grateful 

for the wonderful hospitality Brad and Diana Mohs have shown by opening up their beautiful 

home for this year's social as well!  

 

AKC Winter Social 

When: Saturday, Nov. 12th, 5 - 9pm 

Where: Brad and Diana Mohs 

Theme: Football Tailgating Food 
 

There is NO PARKING on their street and no room in the driveway. Please park at the 

Elementary school at the corner of and walk the short distance to their house.  (school and 

address locations will be sent privately to members via email cover letter)  The school is safe 

and well-lit, and there are sidewalks and streetlights. You won’t need to bring any 

chairs.  Feel free to drop off anyone at the end of the driveway before you go park. 

  

The theme for the Winter Social will be “Football Tailgating Food.”  Brad and Diana Mohs 

will be providing the meats, and beverages. Everyone is asked to bring sides and desserts 

with the Tailgating theme in mind.  Everyone is encouraged to come dressed in their favorite 

football team attire – college or Professional!!!  Brad will have the college football games 

running in the home theater so you can keep an eye on the scores.  GO TEAM!!!! 

Can't wait to see you all there! 

Marlon Tiller 

Vice President 
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

    Name badges were recently mailed out to those that had ordered one.  It is appreciated to come to a meet-

ing at some point to pick up your name badge so the club can save on postage.   

    We make sure to carry them to the meetings and the auction and show every year.  Just keep that in mind 

if you order one in the future.  We had accumulated a bagful of name badges that had been ordered as long 

as a year ago, so I finally wanted to stop dragging them around everywhere and had a mass mailout last 

week.  We were only able to do that thanks to a surplus the club had from the functions this year, as well as 

the addition of the pond tour.  If you think you ordered one and do not receive it in the next week, please 

email me so I can check our records.   

    And if you do not have a name badge, you can go to the Shop tab on our Web page at atlantakoicub.org 

to order one.  Remember, you get one free raffle ticket for wearing your name badge to our meetings and 

functions.  Also, it is a really great way to learn other members’ names when we see each other. 

Thanks! 

Membership Chairperson:   

Rhonda Eubanks membership@atlantakoiclub.org 

October’s Meeting at the Jim Dricker and Elaine Zitomer’s pond 
The weather was exceptionally great for our October 23rd meeting.  Jim and Elaine had converted their 

swimming pool into a Koi pond.  Nominations and elections for president (Diane Giangrande), secretary 

(Robb Phillips), and equipment manager (Neal Phelps) were also held. 
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Barley Straw as a Water Garden Treatment   from  The Pond Guy 
 
Barley straw is no magic bullet to rid your decorative pond of unsightly discoloration. But 
when used as a preventive measure, barley straw offers pond owners an attractive option to 
chemical products to manage water quality issues. 
 

The Science behind Barley 

Barley straw has been widely used for decades to control water quality issues in many bod-
ies of water, including large reservoirs and canals. Researchers have yet to precisely pin-
point how it works, but generally, it's believed that as barley decomposes the by-product re-
leased may protect from future issues. It has not been found to harm fish, waterfowl, or pond 
inhabitants in any way and, in fact, some studies suggest the straw benefits fish. 
 

Using It in Your Pond: Science aside, what's important to pond 
keepers is how to use it in their ponds.  
Currently, hobbyists can choose from three different types of barley products: barley straw in 
bale form, barley pellets, and barley extract. Barley Straw Bales are typically available loose 
in a mesh bag, barley straw bales and planters should be placed in the pond early in the sea-
son (around March or April, depending on your climate) as the straw must start to decom-
pose before it releases its beneficial substances. One pound of barley straw will treat a 100-
square foot pond for approximately four-to-six months. Bales do tend to become messy and 
may contribute to algae problems if large amounts remain floating in the pond so be sure to 
keep the straw well-aerated, and contained in near your waterfall, stream or in shallow water, 
if possible. 
 

Barley Pellets 
Compressed into a compact form, the barley pellets also contain all the beneficial sub-
stances found in barley straw without the unsightly look of bales, pillows or pads. They're de-
signed to break down quickly and produce phosphate-combating humic substances. The pel-
lets may also buffer pH and control alkalinity in your pond. A 6-pound bag will treat an 800-
gallon pond for up to six months, while a 12-pound bag will treat a 1,600-gallon pond for up 
to six months. 
 

Barley Extract 

Also offering the benefits of barley straw without the mess or unsightly bale floating in your 
pond, barley extract contains only the beneficial by-product in liquid form. Because you don't 
have to wait for the barley straw to decompose, it also acts faster than pellets and starts to 
work on contact. An 8-ounce container treats up to 4,000 gallons for three months; a 16-
ounce bottle treats up to 8,000 gallons for three months. Your best defense against algae 
has always been a good offense. Keeping your pond clean and balanced with adequate fil-
tration, bacteria treatments, minimal fish loads and sun exposure will reduce your depend-
ence and need for additional treatments in general. 
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Article from Koi Organisation International 
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 Each month, I'd like to highlight a member's pond.  Submissions would be very 
much welcomed.  We also want this to become a "current newsletter of club mem-
bers" rather than a reprint of old articles.   If you have any articles you'd like to con-
tribute to the newsletter, please send them to me.   It would be very appreciated if 
any of you could provide any articles concerning Koi, as well as other items of club 
interest.  Pictures would help, also.  Got anything to sell?   We can list them, too! 

 

 

If you'd like to send a picture of any hints or pond features of yours, it would be 
greatly appreciated.    Submissions may be sent to editor@atlantakoiclub.org 
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Please remember our Sponsors: 
 Randy’s Perennials, Kol Koi Pondscapes,  
Coastal Pond Supply, The Koi Store, Tri Star 
Koi, and Select Koi 


