
1 

By the Pond 

President:  Diane Giangrande                       pres@atlantakoiclub.org 
Vice-President:  Kevin McDonough                  vp@atlantakoiclub.org 
Secretary:  Kim Munie                                scribe@atlantakoiclub.org 
Treasurer:  Angie Jones                            money@atlantakoiclub.org 
Equipment Manager:   Marlon Tiller              stuff@atlantakoiclub.org 
Membership Melanie Onushko        membership@atlantakoiclub.org 
Auction Chairs:       Alan Puch                      stuff@atlantakoiclub.org  
                               Diane Giangrande    koishow@atlantakoiclub.org 
Koi Show Chairs: Diane Giangrande      koishow@atlantakoiclub.org 
                             Chad Bishop                     
Pond Tour Chairperson:  Melanie Onushko  tour@atlantakoiclub.org 
Public Relations Chair:    Cheryl Jacobs          pr@atlantakoiclub.org 
AKCA Director:              (vacant) 
Volunteer Coordinator:  (vacant) 
Newsletter Editor:  Bob Chaffer                  editor@atlantakoiclub.org 
Webmaster:   Cynthia Landon                   wizard@atlantakoiclub.org 
Koi Rescue:  Chase Tomkosky                 rescue@atlantakoiclub.org 

February, 2021 

Hi All, 

I want to start by thanking Lynn and Bill Dowden at Coastal for everything they've done for the club 

over the years. They have been a tremendous help. The building that Coastal occupies has been sold 

and we've been notified that the 2021 auction will be the last one at that location. I am writing to ask if 

anyone knows of a place where we can: 1) store the trailer and tanks and 2) have the auctions from 

2022 on. Ideally it would be the same place. Keep in mind that we need access to a fire hydrant and 

electricity. Any ideas are welcome and greatly appreciated. Please respond to this email with any info. 

Thank you, 

Diane 

AKC President 

Hello fellow “amantes de los koi”! 

We’re quickly approaching March...and thus the certainty for warmer temperatures.  And whether or not 

you believe the groundhog prediction about this or that, it’s time to begin preparing your pond for 

warmer temps. 

 

February 21st’s Zoom meeting is featuring “The Koi Expert“ and The Koi Store Owner, Vicki 

Vaughn.  Vicki will be discussing Koi Health and Treatments.  This is your time to listen, ask questions 

and get answers from a true koi expert. Vicki’s koi-related resume reads like a detailed documentary in 

the koi world.  Please join us via Zoom February 21st @ 3PM.  A separate email containing detailed 

Zoom link information will follow. 

 

We’re working on another very special guest for our March meeting.  Stay tuned! Please help get the 

word out and make every effort to jump on the Zoom meetings, gain knowledge, mingle and have fun 

with your fellow AKC members! 

For those of you who missed any of the previous videos, they are now visible on the AKC YouTube 

page - Search YouTube for:  Atlanta Koi Club Organization 

 

The AKC really needs your volunteer help in 2021. If you have a koi/pond topic that you believe that the 

AKC members could benefit from, please let me know.  We need volunteer speakers who can help teach 

koi topics (on our Zoom meetings and in person...whenever that may be): Pond construction, koi dis-

eases, filtration...what’s worked for you...what hasn’t?  We need your volunteer efforts to keep the AKC 

fresh and fun.  If you can teach a topic and have some ideas, please let me know:  vp@atlantakoiclub.org 

 

Get your shotguns with “rock salt” ready...the herons are overhead! 

Stay safe and healthy, 

Kevin    “Your AKC VP” 

mailto:vp@atlantakoiclub.org
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When:  February 21st @ 3:00 pm 

  

Discussion:   KOI HEALTH & TREATMENTS 

  
For some of you, this may be one of the most informative meetings you’ll attend this year.  It’s not only a 

highly important topic that many Koi lovers dread and ultimately deal with, but it’s a topic being covered 

by one of the most knowledgeable and respected Koi experts in the industry, Vicki Vaughn.   

 

 

Vicki Vaughn: (Owner (Along with her husband Carl Forss) of The Koi Store/Flat Rock Koi) – Vicki is a 

Koi Health Specialist, Koi Food Sales – Koi Sales.  20 years at University of Georgia involved in fish re-

search. Instrumental in the development of potentiated antibiotics for use in fish as well as the develop-

ment of KHV testing for the koi hobby.  Coordinator of the Koi Health Management Course.  Director of 

KOILAB LLC which is a full service reference lab dedicated to helping hobbyists, breeders and retailers 

maintain optimal health for their fish. 

  

Vicki and Carl are strong supporters of our AKC and their willingness (again) to share their vast knowl-

edge and experience is really something that you shouldn't miss. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  I had a detailed conversation with Vicki and Carl regarding their selection of high-

quality Koi.  RIGHT NOW, The Koi Store has an exceptional selection of high quality Koi.  Their tanks 

are full of premium-grade koi!   They are practicing social distancing and will allow you space to peruse 

the tanks and be comfortable while making your selections.  Don't worry, if you don't need "the-high-end-

stuff",  they have you covered there too.  Many very affordable options are also available. They have an 

enormous selection to choose from...and oh yeah...they are all quarantined! 

 

Please support the AKC & The Koi Store and "Zoom with us" for this important meeting February 21st, 

@ 3PM 
 

*Zoom Details and login Link/Password to join the meeting will be sent in a separate email* 
Come on, let's meet on-line and soak up this knowledge! 

Sincerely yours, 

Kevin McDonough 

“Your AKC VP” 



3 

The Atlanta Koi Club is a member of K.O.I.  Here are some of the benefits our club members can take advantage of. 

 

Who says Herons can’t swim?    

Melanie Onushko 

I’ve had a 3’ tall fence around the pe-

rimeter of my pond for 15 

years.  Apparently THIS Blue Heron, 

thinks it’s a pelican.  It dives and floats 

in the middle of my pond!  I’ve had to 

net the whole 22  x 15’ pond.  The net I 

got from Randy’s Perrenials is actually 

easy to see through and pulls nice and 

tight.  It looks so much better than the 

perimeter net I had up. Now my BB gun 

and I can sleep in past sunrise, the koi are 

safe! 
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Please remember our Sponsors: 
 Randy’s Perennials, Splendor Koi and Pond,  Koi Koi Pondscapes,  Coastal Pond Sup-

ply, Atlanta Water Gardens, T&T Uniforms, The Koi Store, Neptune Aquascapes, and 
Mosquito Curtains 



5 

The following were excerpted from the Fish Stories Newsletter, a publication which ran from January 1994 

until mid year 1995. 

 

Article: Cold Gold 
...A side note to Oranda and other short bodied Japanese carp enthusiasts: These highly selected Japanese 

fish are to be kept in waters no cooler than 70 degrees. You would be surprised the number of people who 

regard these fish as coldwater, outdoor or over-winter specimens, and/or who do not heat their systems in-

doors over winter when temperatures may drop into the 60's. 

   Does this mean that Ranchus and Orandas cannot tolerate these temperatures? 

   No. I am telling you that to avoid illness, and dropsy, and floating sickness in these fish, they should be 

kept warm! 

   Especially in larger fish, remember to maintain temps above 70 degrees for best results. If you over-

wintered an Oranda or Ranchu outside this last year, and it lived, consider yourself lucky, and avoid that risk 

next year, or I may just say it; "I told you so!" The most common thing you see with cold Orandas, Ranchus 

and Ryukins is floating sickness. It's a heartbreaker. 

 

Article: Fresh Fish! 
At this time of year, the question on most folks’ minds is how to care for a new fish when you bring it home. 

I have some opinions on this. 

   First, be sure the fish is eating at the seller's establishment. If so, that would be a fair selection. If not, the 

fish may be getting ready to succumb to bacterial septicemia, or may be parasitized in some other way. I am 

seeing fish now that have Capillaria, which is a worm that is not fatal in and of itself; but causes wasting and 

fish that do not seem to get fat, no matter what they eat. 

  When you get the fish home, check the pH and the ammonia in the bag. Of course, ammonias should have 

come up in the bag somewhat, but pH will be largely unchanged, unless the trip was a long one. 

   Knowing the pH and the ammonia levels of the original water can tell you a lot about how the fish will do 

upon entrance to your pond. For example, if the original water had a pH of 7.8-8.0 and you place him in 

your pond, perhaps with a low pH like 6.6 or so, the fish will have some troubles, probably isolating itself or 

laying on the bottom lethargically for a day or two until it adjusts. 

   If the original water was high in ammonia due to crowding or poor husbandry, the fish can be expected to 

do poorly at first, due to burns on the gills and skin, as well as the immune suppressive effects of chronic 

stress, and ammonia. 

   Some people go so far as to check temperature as they unload, and there is some common sense to this, 

because some fish are shipped on, or with, ice. These fish are not going to like going from 55 degree ship-

ping water into 80 degree summer water temperatures without some careful acclimation. 

   It seems like a lot of hub-bub, I admit. But it answers a lot of questions in the next few days if the fish is 

doing poorly. The testing of the original water affords some explanations after-the-fact and helps the diagno-

sis. 

   Finally, what can you do about parasites? The most prudent course would be to salt dip the fish until it 

seems stressed. There are two ways to do this. 

Recipe one: 

….requires a 5 gallon bucket to which you have added 9 tablespoons non-iodized, or water softener salt per 

gallon, or 45 tablespoons. Be sure all the salt is dissolved. Add the fish, one at a time until they are stressed. 

Recipe Two: 

….is the way I do the dip. I take a salt shaker and salt the fish every few minutes or so until the water 

tastes like the ocean. In a short while, the fish will be weakened. The parasites will be gone, and I simply 

transfer the fish out of the bag into the main system. 

   There are three things that can still enter your pond despite this treatment: Lernea, (AKA Anchor worm) 

and Fish Lice (AKA Argulus) and bacterial pathogens. For starters, you can see the Lernea and Argulus 

with the naked eye, or with a hand lens, so by simply scrutinizing the fish, you can substantially exclude 

these. The salt dip kills the immature phases (females) that might be trying to lodge under a scale. 

   If the fish begins to fail and you do suspect he is succumbing to bacterial infection, due to visible ulcers 

or reddened skin and fins, then injection probably should be solicited from a veterinarian that treats fish. 
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Written by Michael  Anderson-  Atlanta Koi Club 
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Atlanta Koi Club 
Financial Statement 

As of December 31, 2020 

        

BEGINNING CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE:    $9,905.91 

INCOME STATEMENT      

Income        

 2500 Miscellaneous Income   $41.50  

  2510 Donations     

 2700 Membership      

  2730 Member Dues   $108.00  

        

 Total Income     $149.50 

Expenses        

 1400 Bank Charges      

  1466 PayPal Charges   $4.78   

 1000 Raffle Expenses      

  1030 Monthly Meeting Items   $102.19   

 1100 Rental Expenses      

  1101 Rent at Coastal Pond   $185.00   

        

 Total Expenses     $291.97  

        

Month Net Income/(Loss)      ($142.47) 

        

ENDING CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE: 12/31/2020   $9,763.44 

        

Outstanding Checks:       

       $1,538.52  

 09/07/16 EFT $65.00 09/27/19 EFT $175.00  

 10/08/16 1311 $16.85 12/07/20 1538 $150.00  

 10/24/16 EFT $216.00 12/10/2020 1540 299.88  

 10/03/17 EFT $107.17 12/10/20 1541 $49.99  

 06/15/18 EFT $150.00 12/29/20 1542 $275.00  

 10/03/18 EFT $33.63     

PETTY CASH:       

Beginning Balance:      $136.00  

Income:    11/01/20    

 2500 Miscellaneous Income     

  2545 

Raffle - 

Monthly Meet-

ing     

 Total Income:     $0.00 

Expenses:        

 Total Expenses:     $0.00 $0.00 

        

Ending Balance:      $136.00 
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