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June has been another good month for the Club.  We had our Auction, which 
went well despite a couple hiccups.   Then there was the Summer Social and 
next week we will be heading off to the 2006 Koi Seminar in Buffalo NY. 
 
The auction was held at Coastal Pond and there were a number of sellers and 
even more bidders.  I am not sure what the final total was, but I know I was busy 
trying to keep up with the people checking out.  
 
 I want to thank our Auction Chairperson Jay Drew for working hard at getting it 
organized, as well as the many people who worked hard at making it a success.  
 
I especially want to thank Bill and Peggy Fricke along with Peggy’s mother Mary-
lyn Carroll for the work that they have been doing since they joined.  They have 
volunteered every time we have a function.  Or maybe Peggy has and Bill just 
gets dragged along.  Though seriously, they and every other hard working volun-
teer are really appreciated for the work they do. 
 
The Koi Club descended on East Cobb at Hal and Susan Brown’s house for the 
Summer Social. As always at Hal and Susan’s it was a great meeting that was 
both fun and relaxing.  There was plenty of good food and members that I had 
not seen in a while, with whom it was nice to visit with. Hal and Susan’s daughter 
Cheli and her friend Lynn took many pictures which we hope we can get loaded 
on to the AKC website for all to enjoy. 
 
  It was also made more special by Hal and Susan’s friend Bill Brown (no relation 
to Hal and Susan) who had his model railroad running around the yard.  Steve 
Castel’s sons (picture to left) were fascinated by the wonderful sight. It is always 
fun to watch the young at heart having fun.  I do remember Steve’s wife Laura 
sighing as she walked into the backyard.  I could hear the words “don’t touch” 
forming in her mind as the boys ran towards the train. 
   
The last weekend in June, David and I will be heading to Buffalo for the annual 
koi seminar. We have been looking forward to it since last year when we at-
tended the Tulsa Pow Wow. It is a great way to meet the different people that 
have become koi enthusiasts as well as learn how to take care of our kids. I 
promised Toni I would take pictures and there will be more information on the 
seminar to come in a later article. 
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Interested in Goldfish? 
 

Join the Goldfish Society of America 
 

and learn more about this hobby… 
 

www.goldfishsociety.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to all who helped 
with the club Auction last 
month!  We had a lot of 

work     to do in setting up, 
breaking down and all the jobs in between and some-
how we managed to get it all done for another year. 
 
  A special thanks to those who 
helped set up Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday.  Here 
are some photos from the auc-
tion; check out the auction 
page at http://
atlantakoiclub.com/
Auction/2006/2006.htm for 
more. 

 
 As always, a very special thank you goes to Bill and Lynn 
Dowden and all the people of Coastal Pond Supply for 
their generous support again this 
year. Jay Drew 

Auction Chairman 

On June 6, 2006, Bogey the Brave swam up the rainbow river and be-
came a dragon…. He was hatched April 29, 2004. 
 
Bogey added knowledge to the koi file when he had a 
mouth formed for him at a Koi Health Seminar.  He 
was born with a small opening instead of a mandible.  
He was not getting enough nutrition because he 
couldn’t get food . 
 

His mouth was surgically re-formed and he managed to grow a little and 
bring much joy to his people : Herve & Nancy. 
 
In the last few weeks of life, he grew listless and emaciated.  The mouth 
was no longer operational.  He contributed to our knowledge about koi health. Thanks! 
Bon voyage, Bogey. 
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One of the reasons that the Japanese people value an outstanding Koi is that they consider them to 
be living jewels.  When Koi are purchased, they are looked upon as long lived creatures to be 
passed down from generation to generation.  The story of the oldest recorded Koi is fascinating, 
and the information below is taken from June 1997 issue of  Koi USA magazine.  The full story is a 
transcription of a radio broadcast done by Dr. Koshihara, and first published in "Live Jewels" in 
1968.  It is reprinted verbatim in Koi USA, and my writing does not do justice to the event. 

Hanako is the name of this Koi that lived at the base of Mt. Ontake.  When Dr. Koshihara would call 
Hanako from across the pond, she would come to his feet to be petted on the head.  Occasionally 

he would take her out of the pond and embrace her.   This was his favorite spot at the side of the pond, and he went 
there often. 

The pond is located deep in the mountains of the Mino Province.  The waters are pure that feed this pond which is less 
than 20 feet across.  Besides Hanako, there are five other fish that swim in this pond, and each is also old.  They are 170 
years, 155, 151, 141, and another 141 years old.  The Koshihara family had been the village head for many generation 
from the time of the Tokugawa shogunate, and the house and pond had been with the family since the beginning. 

Hanako died on July 17, 1977 at the age of 226 years. 

How was Hanako's age determined? 

Dr.Koshihara was often asked how he could tell the age of the fish, and he responded in the article as follows: 

As a tree trunk has its annual rings, so a fish has its annual rings on its scales, and we have only to count them to know 
the age of a fish.  As a matter of course, we ourselves cannot do it. It requires a specialist's aid and the use of a light 
microscope.   Now, what was it that made me think of ascertaining the carp's age?  

My grandmother on maternal side, who left this world at the advanced age of 93 some eight years ago, is said to have 
been told by her mother-in-law.  "When I was married into this family, my mother-in-law said to me,  that carp has been 
handed down to us from olden times;  you must take good care of that.  When I was told this story I became very curious 
to know how long the carp had lived.  I found out Hanako's age by the aforesaid method, but you can easily imagine how 
greatly I grieved when I was forced to take a scale off  her beautiful body.  I caught her in a net very cautiously, and re-
peatedly saying.  Excuse me.  I took off two scales from different parts of her body by using a strong pincette.  The 
scales were examined by  Prof. Masayoshi Hiro, D. Sc. Laboratory of Domestic Science, Nagoya Women's College.  It 
took two months for him to acquire a satisfactory result.  By using a light microscope, he photographed every part of the 
scales.  It seems he took a great deal more trouble than that.  When it was ascertained beyond doubt that the carp was 
215 years old, we two exchanged a look of delightful surprise. 

It’s All About the Koi 
 

How koi kichi are you? You'll have 
the opportunity to find out at the July 
meeting. There will be some great koi 
stuff in the raffle. I've been going to 
the farthest reaches to find interest-
ing koi items.....well at least to Buf-
falo, NY. The beauti-
ful, the rare and of 
course the mysteri-
ous wrapped box.      
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Treasurer’s Report        Ron Scott 

 For May 2006 

 
Beginning Check Book 
Balance:  $7,317.88 

Income Categories:   
2100 Club Store  $60.00 

2500 Misc.  $59.65 

 
Raffles - Monthly Meet-
ings Only $59.00  

 
Interest on Club Check-
ing Account (Only) $0.65  

2700 Membership  $880.00 
 Member Badges $25.00  
 Membership Dues $254.00  
 Koi USA Subscription $51.00  
 ZNA Membership $100.00  
 Vendor Sponsorship $450.00  

  Total Income $999.65 

Expense Categories:   
200 Club Store Canopy Tent $100.00 
600 Koi Auction  $423.32 
700 Misc.  $353.58 

 Food at Club Meeting $150.00  

 

Other Misc. - Library 
Items & Tenn. Aquarium 
Trip $203.58  

800 Newsletter  $45.80 
1300 Membership  $360.00 

 Koi USA Subscription $60.00  

 
Club Membership Bro-
chure $300.00  
  Total Expenses $1,282.70 

NET   ($283.05) 

 
Checkbook Ending Bal-
ance  $7,034.83 
 Uncleared Transactions  $300.00 

 Bank Statement  $7,334.83 

Yep.  Ware ARE having fun.  The party last 
month went on and on.  Koi, trains, gardens, 
pond, food, friends — the list goes on.   

Want to see more of  the Summer Social? 
Go to our website and look for the tab “SOCIALS”. 
There are over 100 small photos so that even those with 
dial-up can see them and celebrate all the good times! 
                    www.atlantakoiclub.org 
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For information on 
 advertising or to become  

         a Sponsor of the  
              Atlanta Koi Club  
               please contact 

 Kathy Scales at 
kscales77@bellsouth.net  

or call 770-605-0689 

                                     June Meeting Minutes                         Vicki Knill 
 
 
 
The club President David Boyd called the meeting to order. Members present were David Marier, 
Vicki Knill, Ron Scott, Jerry Hord, Jay Drew, Kathy Scales. 
 
Koi & Goldfish Show 
 
It was discussed that this years koi show was originally planned to be smaller than last year but due 
to the cancellation of the Koiphen show there would be an increase of entries and visitors. The Ex-
ecutive talked of what changes would be required to accommodate the larger number of attendees. 
A vendor package and exhibitor package is being constructed and should soon be available to 
download off the club website. 
 
It was decided to have free admission to the show. The parking area at the show entrance would be 
restricted to allow flow of traffic to and from the show. Parking would be available at the parking lots 
of surrounding businesses which are closed weekends. 
  
Kathy Scales is working on the show catalogue. All trophy sponsors will be listed in the show cata-
logue and on display at the show. 
 
Koi Auction 
Jay Drew reported the success of the auction. Ron Scott stated seller checks would soon be sent 
out. 
 
The meeting closed and the membership enjoyed the summer social with lots of fine food and good 
friendship. Hal & Susan's yard was perfectly suited for entertaining, the view of the beautiful koi in 
their huge clear pond was breathtaking.  

For Sale:  Roll of 6 oz. 
felt,  Pond Pad Under-
layment.  A must for 
going under pond 

liner.  7.5 ft. wide by 100 ft. long (approximate, 
probably longer)  $150.00  If interested— call 
Ron Scott (770) 446-1733 

If you were at the club's June social then you 
saw the beautiful paintings by Bobby Stickland 
but did you know he also paints by commis-
sion?  

Pick out your favorite koi, a single fish or multiples. 
Bobby will visit your home, take pictures of the pond and koi and 
discuss the format and colors you want to match you home decor. 
All this for a very reasonable cost. A beautiful work of art and you 
picked the subjects phone: 404-403-4060.  


